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Pressestimmen
Christopher Wool's paintings put me in mind of rock'n'roll songs and how they recycle the same slender
means: three, maybe four chords, a plaintive lyric repeated over and over in strict 4/4 time. It's not much
compared with Hindemith, but an electric guitar in the right hands can be so riveting that it's the only sound
you want to hear.--David Salle "Town & Country "

Published to commemorate his retrospective at the Guggenheim museum, this catalog presents a vast
selection of Christopher Wool's paintings, photographs and other works to date.--Noelle Lacombe
"CULTURED " Kurzbeschreibung
Dieses Buch wirft einen konzentrierten Blick auf die aktuellen Entwicklungen in der Arbeit des
amerikanischen Künstlers Christopher Wool. Elf Gemälde und großformatige Siebdrucke aus dem Jahr
2007, die zusammen in der Galerie Max Hetzler in Berlin ausgestellt wurden, werden auf hochwertigen
eingeklebten Farbtafeln abgebildet, die den ganzen Nuancenreichtum einer Kunst zeigen, die immer subtiler,
ja immer malerischer geworden ist. Wie Friedrich Meschede in seinem Essay feststellt, hat diese Art der
Abstraktion nichts mehr mit Verweigerung zu tun: „Um es sprachlich zu versuchen, scheint mir Christopher
Wool dem Nichts vor dem Nichts Ausdruck verleihen zu wollen und dies ausschließlich mit den begrifflosen
Bildmitteln des elementar Sichtbaren. Christopher Wool gibt nichts vor, greift nichts an. Aber er sucht
Begriffe neu zu denken, die das Betrachten seiner Bilder auslösen." Synopsis
Published on the occasion of the first survey of Wool's work at the Los Angeles Museum of Contemporary
Art 1998, this book features all of this artist's work to date. Drawn from sources in everyday or vernacular
culture, Wool's imagery has ranged from the rolled "wallpaper" images of flowers, vines, or dots, to using
rubberstamps, stencils or silkscreens. Working with languages as image since the late 1980s, Wool has
restructured words ("prankster", "adversary", "comedian", "paranoic", "riot", "fool") or common phrases
("cats in the bag", "the show is over", "run dog run") into all-over compositions of stencilled block letters
that traverse or grid the picture plane while maintaining the integrity of their meaning. Recently, Wool has
turned from the techniques of image construction to exploring methods of image destruction in the
silkscreened, overpainted, and spraypainted works of the mid-1990s.
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